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     Coming Up ñ Be There Or Be Square!  By Peter Rodrigues 

Itõs dues-paying time!  

Be an early birdðmail pay-
ment to the Treasurer, or 
bring dues  to Novemberôs 
meeting. Still just 15 bucks! 

Please note that due to 
scheduling conflicts, 
our Christmas meeting 
will be Saturday, De-
cember 3 at 6:00pm.  

Like last year, the meet-
ing, meal and fun will be at  the Interur-
ban Restaurant, 1150 Ed Noble Pkwy, in 
Norman.  Come prepared to have a jolly 
old time! 

Please join us for the next meeting of the 
Central Oklahoma Chapter, SDC at 2:00 
pm at the Oklahoma Country-Western Mu-
sic & Hall of Fame, 3925 SE 29th street in 
Del City .  This get-together will be like a 
ñthree ring circusòðour Annual Business 
Meeting, the Chili Lunch / Supper, and the 
Nomination and Election of Chapter Offi-
cers for 2012.  Your presence and input is 
needed and appreciated! 

Say Howdy to Our 

Newest Member:  

Steven Shore is relocating from 
Houston. Heôs a real Stude guy, 
with these vehiclesð 

ó49 2R 15 Stakebed 

ó53 Commander hardtop 

ó55 Commander Conestoga 

ó60 Lark Regal Convertible 

ó60 Lark parts car 

ó62 Champ pickup, V8/A  

 

The Chapterôs tour to Sulphur and the Chickasaw Cultural Center was a great ex-
perience in which we learned about the history and achievements of the Chickasaw people, 
discovered new tastes at the Centerôs restaurant, and enjoyed a fine day of fellowship.  

The Center provided a well-informed guide. 

  Clifton Hill views the recreated Ancient Village 

Mike: ñYou gotta try this!ò 

 

Evadean: ñSay, whatôs in this?ò 

 

Elmer:  ñMmmmò 
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It was a gorgeous October Saturday and we were heading south 
on US Hwy 77, cruising to the Chickasaw Cultural Center, fol-
lowed by a Studebaker Avanti, a Studebaker Hawk, a pair of hot 
rod Chevies, a ñlead sledò 51 Mercury, and a few family cars. We 
crossed the South Canadian River on the James C. Nance Memo-
rial Bridge into Purcell. Turning south onto Green Street, my 53 
Champion began making a ñgod-awful-noiseô for somewhere un-
der the hood. We proceeded carefully down US Hwy 77 and into 
the (former) Spencerôs parking lot. A quick diagnosis offered by 
Elmer Davis is the this noise might be a damaged flywheel ï or 
flexplate. 

 My ó53 was locked and I hitched a ride with Larry Hammett, 
since the cavernous interior of his 4-door 1951 Mercury was also 
tempered by air-conditioning ï Iôm picky about the rides I accept. 

 The visit to the Chickasaw Cultural Center was excellent, but 
not the theme of this story. Sherrill and Linda Spears brought me 
back to Purcell and following Kathyôs suggestion, I called John 
Smith ï he has a car trailer. Now, John has been traveling about 
the east coast for a few weeks, but he was a few miles east of 
Shawnee, OK when I contacted him. Yes I could borrow his car 
hauler, but since he would be to his home in Noble before my 
return to the (former) Spencerôs parking lot, he would be glad to 
bring his trailer to meet us there. 

The car was quickly loaded clanking and clattering into the en-
closed trailer, with John and Sherrill tying the hold-down straps 
efficiently. As we loaded the Stude, Elmer and Evadean stopped 
by to be certain that I was ñOKò. Reassured, they went on their 
way home. 

 John delivered the Stude to my home and unloaded without 
ceremony; you see he and Evelyn had dinner plans with a couple 
that had returned from the east coast with them. I drove the 
clanking Stude off the trailer and into my workshop. I thanked 
him profusely - to which he replied.  ñAfter all, what are friends 
foròé 

 Thanks to all my friends for their help, their offers of help and 
their concern. 

 Postscript: 

The following Monday, I put the ó53 on the lift, inspected the 
flywheel/flexplate and found no problems there. I started the 
engine so I could hear the awful noise again. I removed the valve 
covers and found that a pushrod had bent and the rocker arm 
was jammed against the valve spring. I replaced all the pushrods 
and installed roller rocker arms. Problem solved. .  ñAfter all, 
what are friends foròé 

 

After all, what are friends for? 
 

By Peter Rodrigues 

Sightings    Two Studes for sale at the Chickasha Swap Meet 

 

 The asking price was $750, and it sold quickly. 

This wagon had a lot of 
potential, and the seller 
was ready to negotiate. 
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Cruisinõ the Car Shows:  Lawrence, KS 

Photos by Jerry Starr 

Do you see whatôs odd about this bulletnose? 


